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Incoming 8th graders 
 
The Red Badge of Courage 
By Stephen Crane 

1. Book Summary (1–2 pages) 

Write a summary of the novel in your own words. Be sure to include: 

• The main character (Henry Fleming) and his journey 
• Major events during the war 
• Key turning points in the plot 
• The ending and its significance 

 

2. Character Analysis 

Choose two of the following characters and analyze their: 

• Personality traits 
• Role in the story 
• How they change (or don’t) over time 

Characters to choose from: 

• Henry Fleming 
• Jim Conklin 
• Wilson ("the loud soldier") 
• The Tattered Soldier 

 

3. Themes Exploration (1 page per theme) 

Write a short essay on two of these themes: 

• Courage and Cowardice 
• The Reality of War 
• Isolation and Self-Discovery 
• Youth and Maturity 

Include examples and quotes from the book to support your discussion. 

 

4. Creative Project (Choose one) 
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Pick one of the following creative activities: 

• Diary Entries: Write 3–5 diary entries from Henry Fleming’s perspective as he 
experiences different parts of the war. 

• Art/Illustration: Create a series of 3 drawings or paintings showing key scenes from the 
novel. Write a short explanation for each. 

• Comic Strip: Illustrate a comic strip that summarizes the novel or a key moment from it. 
• Poem: Write a poem that captures Henry’s emotional journey or the horrors of war. 

 

5. Historical Context (1 page) 

Research the American Civil War. Write a brief report that includes: 

• When and why it happened 
• The two sides involved 
• Key battles or turning points 
• How the novel reflects real experiences of Civil War soldiers 
• Useful websites include https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war or 

https://www.civilwar.com/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All work turned in must be written in paper. All work must be legible and neat. 
All work must be original and not from an Ai. These assignments will reflect 
your first grades. They will be collected the first week of school.  
 
Any questions about these assignments please reach out to Mr. Rodriguez in his 
email JPRodriguez@stmacs.org 
 


