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Incoming 6th graders 
 
Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change: Courageous Actions Around the World  
by Garth Sundem 
 

1. Story Reflections (2–3 pages total) 

Choose 5 stories from the book that stood out to you. For each story, write: 

• A brief summary (2–3 sentences) 
• Why it inspired you or what surprised you 
• What lesson you learned from it 

 

2. Thematic Essay (1 page) 

Write an essay about one of the main themes of the book. Some examples: 

• Courage in the face of adversity 
• Kids making a difference 
• Social justice and activism 
• Standing up for what’s right 

Use at least 2–3 stories from the book to support your theme. 

 

3. Creative Expression (Choose One) 

Choose one creative option to express what you’ve learned: 

• Poster Design: Create a poster featuring one of the kids in the book and their courageous 
action. Include visuals and a short description. 

• Poem or Song: Write a poem or song inspired by one of the stories or themes in the 
book. 

• Short Story: Write a fictional story of a kid who makes a difference based on what 
you've learned. 

• Digital Presentation: Create a slideshow with at least 5 slides highlighting different kids 
and their actions, with captions and images. 
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4. Personal Action Plan (1 page) 

Think about your own life and community. Write about: 

• A cause you care about 
• An issue you’d like to change 
• A small action you could take this summer to make a difference 

Be specific—include who you’d talk to, what resources you’d need, and what challenges you 
might face. 

 

5. Global Awareness Activity (Optional) 

Choose a country mentioned in the book and research: 

• Where it is located 
• A major challenge facing kids in that country 
• One way people are working to help 

Present this as a mini report or infographic. 

 
 

All work turned in must be written in paper. All work must be legible and neat. 
All work must be original and not from an Ai. These assignments will reflect 
your first grades. They will be collected the first week of school.  
 
Any questions about these assignments please reach out to Mr. Rodriguez in his 
email JPRodriguez@stmacs.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


